
PEACH’S EXPLORERS
Journalist Bill Peach retraces 
the journeys of the early 
Australian Explorers 
who opened up the 
great unknown areas of 
Australia in the nineteenth 
century.  Dramatised re-
enactments and on camera 
comments by Bill Peach 
vividly demonstrate the diffi cult 
feats and the proudest moments of 
these famous early Australians.
10 x 30 minute programs
Written & presented by Bill Peach ©ABC Television

Peach’s Explorers Series
Set of 5 DVDs  $440.00  ABD129
or DVDs available individually, $99.00 each.

Peach’s Explorers Volume 1
The Prison Walls
The Blue Mountains surrounding the settlement 
of Botany Bay were like prison walls.  More 
land was needed.  This program retraces the 
steps of Blaxland, Wentworth and Lawson as 
they set off in 1813 on their epic journey to 
cross the Blue Mountains in search of new 
grazing and farming land.

Peach’s Explorers Volume 4
East To West
In 1840, Edward John Eyre led an expedition 
to cross from Adelaide to the west coast of 
Australia.  Four volunteers joined him including 
John Baxter and Wylie, an aboriginal.  The 
country was desolate and unforgiving but Eyre 
and Wylie eventually arrived at Albany.   

East To North
Ludwig Leichhardt led an expedition from the 
eastern settlements north to Port Essington in 
Northern Australia.  Edmund Kennedy was asked 
by the Governor to explore the land between 
that explored by Leichhardt and Mitchell.  Of the 
thirteen who set out, only three survived.
DVD Format  $99.00  ABD133

Peach’s Explorers Volume 5
South To North
The race to cross Australia from south to north 
was inspired by inter-colonial rivalry between 
South Australia, which fi nanced John McDougall 
Stuart’s expedition, and Victoria, which fi nanced 
Burke and Wills expedition.  Stuart’s expedition 
was ultimately successful with him fi nally 
breaking through the centre to the north coast.

The Desert Explorers
Explorers Warburton, Gosse, Forrest and Giles 
battled the Great Sandy Desert, the Gibson 
Desert and the Great Victorian Desert in the last 
epic adventure in Australian exploration.  
DVD Format  $99.00  ABD134
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Across The Great Divide
Follows the journeys of Evans, Oxley and 
Cunningham as they cross the Great Dividing 
Range and discover rich grazing country 
where the colony’s fi rst inland town of Bathurst 
is established.
DVD Format (2 x 30 mins)  $99.00  ABD130

Peach’s Explorers Volume 2
Overland to Port Phillip
Hamilton Hume was one of the few Australian 
born explorers.  William Hovel was an English 
ex sea captain. This program follows their 
establishment of an overland route from Sydney 
to Melbourne which survives today as the 
Hume Highway.

The Secret Of The Rivers
Follows Captain Charles Sturt’s expeditions, 
assisted by Hume and Macleay, which 
discovered the Darling, Murrumbidgee and 
Murray Rivers.  These epic journeys covered 
over 5,000 kilometres in an open whaleboat, 
travelling as far as the southern ocean.
DVD Format  $99.00  ABD131

Peach’s Explorers Volume 3
Australia Felix
This program looks at the explorations of 
Sir Thomas Mitchell, a very temperamental 
surveyor and map maker who discovered the 
“Australia Felix”or Western Victoria.  Also looks 
at Henty’s discoveries of Western Victoria.

The Pinnacle Of Fame
Paul Strzelecki, a Polish Geologist/Scientist, 
discovered Mount Kosciusco and named it after 
a patriot from his homeland.  He also claimed 
discovery of  “Gippsland”, a discovery that was 
later correctly attributed to Angus McMillan.
DVD Format  $99.00  ABD132

Maxwell’s Collection represents these programs
in partnership with ABC Commercial



PEACH’S GOLD
The discovery of gold changed 
the course of Australia’s history.  
The population tripled, inland 
towns sprung up on what had 
been vast sheep runs and convict  
transportation ended.  Gold 
generated enormous wealth, 
led to new transport networks 
and hastened the introduction 
of a representative democracy.  
Dramatic reconstructions, archival 
photographs, documents and 
folk songs from the goldfi elds all create the 
atmosphere and excitement of the gold rush.
5 x 50 minute programs
Written & presented by Bill Peach ©ABC Television

Peach’s Gold Series
Set of 5 DVDs  $330.00  ABD135
or DVDs available individually, $66.00 each.

Finders Keepers
The discovery of the fi rst payable goldfi eld in 
Australia, near Bathurst in New South Wales, 

was made by Edward Hargraves, 
John Lister and William Tom.  
It was the fi rst of many fi nds 
across New South Wales 
and Victoria.

DVD Format  $66.00  ABD136

Eureka
One of the 
key events 

in Australian political history 
was the dramatic confrontation at 
the Eureka stockade, where miners 
organised a doomed resistance 
against the police and the army, in a 
revolt against the harsh and expensive 
licensing system.
DVD Format  $66.00  ABD137

Life on the Goldfi elds
Life on the goldfi elds after the 
Eureka Stockade was colourful 
and violent, with gold seemingly 
so plentiful that miners showered 
the stage with nuggets when their 
favourite actresses appeared. Out of 
this free-wheeling era emerged the 
beginnings of a new society.

DVD Format  $66.00  ABD138

The Golden Age
Within ten years of the fi rst Australian gold 
rushes, a new era of gold mining began.  Big 
companies and massive machines replaced 
the smaller digger and the entire population 
benefi ted through the development of coach 
lines and railways.
DVD Format  $66.00  ABD139

Land of Gold
The last great gold strikes at Coolgardie and 
Kalgoorlie in Western Australia proved that the 
country was indeed a “land of gold”. Following 
the economic crash of the 1890s and the 
exhaustion of the goldfi elds at Ballarat and 
Bendigo, the rich fi elds of the west rescued 
Australia from the depths of depression and 
have contributed to the country’s economy right 
up to the present day.
DVD Format  $66.00  ABD140
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Filmed on location in Portsmouth and at 
the fl eet’s ports of call, the enormity of the 
hardships faced by the fl eet becomes evident 
and the eventual landing at Port Jackson 
and establishment of the new colony 
completes one of the greatest maritime 
expeditions ever undertaken.  

Written and presented by historian Dr 
Jonathan King, this digitally remastered 
release has been especially edited for 
classroom use.
A comprehensive Education Guide is 
included.  (33 minutes)
Produced by Jonathan King and Richard Tanner
©First Fleet fi lms
DVD Format  $77.00  JKD101

New edited version by Dr Jonathan King
This is the story of the fi rst fl eet, under the command of Captain Arthur Phillip.
It begins in England with the British governments’ desperate attempt to alleviate 

their overcrowded prisons by establishing a new colony at Botany Bay.

New edited version by Dr Jonathan King
This is the story of the fi rst fl eet, under the command of Captain Arthur Phillip.

Bound For Botany Bay

A comprehensive Education Guide is 
included.  (33 minutes)
Produced by Jonathan King and Richard Tanner
©First Fleet fi lms
DVD Format  $77.00  JKD101


